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Abstract:

We study the effect of legal aid in Indian prisons. We evaluate a national policy to
establish legal aid clinics in every prison in India by collecting the exact opening dates of
over 700 prisons and matching this to data on over 23 million criminal cases and prisoner
population. Our empirical strategy exploits the staggered roll-out of legal aid clinics in a
difference-in-differences design. Preliminary results suggest that defendants with
access to a jail legal aid clinic are more likely to receive a definitive judgment and more
likely to be acquitted. Furthermore, prisons show a decline in undertrial prisoner share
by about 10%, 5 years after the establishment of clinics.
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